
CIiARMAINE TAVARES 

MAYOR 

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR 
County of Maui 

Testimony of Mayor Charmaine Tavares 
County of Maui 

200 South High Street 
Wailuku, Hawaii 96793-2155 

Telephone (808) 270-7855 
Fax (808) 270-7870 . 

e-mail: mayors.office®co.mauihius 

Presented to Mr. David Albright and Ms. Nancy Rumrill of the 
Environmental Protection Agency 

August 20,2009 

Good evening and aloha: 

I am Mayor Charmaine Tavares, Mayor of the County of Maui. ·Thank you for the 
opportunity to provide comments during this hearing on the Lahaina Wastewater 
Reclamation Facility's UIC Permit. 

All of Maui County, as well as the State of Hawaii and the world for that matter, 
has experienced drought conditions for a number of years. Attention has been fopused 
on water and water availability. It is becoming increasingly more difficult and expensive 
to develop potable water: 

I have long regarded wastewater as a water resource that can actually help 
preserve precious potable water for human consumption while providing for non-potable 
uses such as irrigation and toilet facilities. 

I personally feel that injecting treated wastewater is a waste of a resource that we 
could use more productively. 

My administration has been exploring options for reclaimed water besides the 
obvious landscape and other irrigation applications. New uses related to renewable 
energy are surfacing and are quite attractive. I am proposing to dovetail the production 
of algae as a fuel source with the need to redirect nitrogen-rich treated wastewater to a 
new use. 

For example, the cultivation of algae as a transportation fuel source is creating 
much interest. In this case, wastewater would be delivered to a holding pond or other 
such device in order to provide the food source for the algae. The algae would be 
harvested and processed to produce transportation fuel. 
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The possibilities are exciting as algae can thrive in nitrogen-rich water. We have 
a source of nitrogen-containing wastewater that has been treated here at our Lahaina 
wastewater treabnent faCility. 

We request that the County of Maui not be required to spend scarce resources to 
reduce nitrogen in our treated was~ewater now. Instead, let's use the nitrogen-filled 
water to grow algae. 

When we expand our vision to include removable and sustainable resources, we 
find new opportunities in a fast-changing world. 

Over the past year, my administration has been exploring and researching an 
algae pilot project for MauL We are in a preliminary stage and will actively pursue and 
solidify a project that will work for Maui. I intend to continue to actively pursue this 
prospect. 

Oahu, Kauai and the Big Island of Hawaii have pilot algae projects either ongoing 
or soon to commence. Maui is in a position to build on their efforts and move forward 
with our own. 

Why the excitement? An algae energy project will move us closer to renewable 
energy sustainability and at the same time reduce our need to place treated wastewater 
in injection wells. 

I request that the EPA consider a five-year extension of the ule Permit to 
operate the Lahaina injection well. This will give my administration time to formulate a 
plan for the reduction of injected wastewater. If the EPA so desired, benchmarks or 
milestones could be included as conditions of the permit in 12-18 months on a clear and 
detailed plan to reduce the volume of wastewater being injected. We need the time to 
identify options; analyze costs, time and other factors; and set volume reduction targets. 

Late last year, Director Okuma presented me with her idea of forming a 
community advisory group to assist in addressing wastewater concerns. In February of 
this year, she presented a draft proposal for the formulation of this working group. After 
revisions over the past few months, the working group concept is ready to be 
implemented. . 

~. 
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I believe that a group of interested citizens will frame a plan that is 
comprehensive, implementable and beneficial to all of us. The group will be convened 
next month, September 2009. 

As you are aware, my Department of Environmental "Management has requested 
to continue the comment period to September 21 st in order to develop and suggest 
permit language for a 5-year extension of the existing penn it. 

In closing, I believe we all have the same goal. We can put our ideas, 
experiences and expertise together in order to create a better Maui for all of us on land 
and in the sea. 

Mahalo for your consideration. 
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